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Trends in the temperature and rainfall extremes during recent past in Gujarat
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ABSTRACT

In the present study, an attempt has been made to analyze the temperature and rainfall extremes
observed in Gujarat during the recent past. Observed daily data of maximum and minimum temperature
and rainfall for 32 geographically well distributed locations in Gujarat for the available time series during
year 1958 to 2011 has been used to calculate various extreme climate indices and their trends. Results
revealed signature of warming in Gujarat as indicated by statewide uniform increase in numbers of
warm nights (TR25), decrease in cold days (FD10), decrease in frequency cool nights (TN10p), increase
in minimum of minimum temperature (TNn) and increase in frequency of warm nights (TN90p). The
results also indicated an increase in total amount of precipitation (PRCPTOT) and extremely wet days
(R99p) over more numbers of stations of the state. However, most temperature and rainfall extremes

showed mixed over the state.
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In the context of global warming, the study of extreme
weather events has become important due to its impact on
socio-economicactivities (Karl and Easterling, 1999). Much
work has been devoted to the study of extreme weather
events over India. De et al. (2005) reviewed various extreme
weather events over India in the past 100 years and discussed
their causes and socio-economic impacts. Revadekar et al.
(2012) studied temperature extremes over India. They noted
a widespread warming over Indian region through both
frequency and intensity indices of temperature extremes.
Rupa Kumar et al. (1992) examined the trends in the total
precipitation during 1871-1984 and found increasing trends
inthe precipitation amounts all along the west coast of India
and northwest India. Joshi et al. (2006) examined the trends
in extreme rainfall indices for the period of year 1901 to
2000 over India. Their study showed that there were
significant positive trends for most ofthe extreme rainfall
indices over the west coast and northwestern parts of Indian
peninsula. However, very little work has been done on the
climate extremes at regional level especially for Gujarat
state. Ray ef al. (2009) studied climate variability and
extreme weather events like cold wave and heat wave
conditions and heavy rainfall events in Gujarat and they
recorded a significant steady increase in these events. In the
present study an attempt has been made to analyze the
observed trend in the temperature and rainfall extremes in
Gujarat over past few decades.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Observed daily data of maximum temperature,
minimum temperature and rainfall of 32 geographically well-
distributed locations in Gujarat for the available time series
during 1958 to 2011 has been used to calculate various
extreme climate indices. The locations of these stations
(Fig. 1) along with the period for which the time series at
various stations were used given in Table 1.

Assessment of the data quality is pre-requisite for
calculating extreme indices. The RClimDex, a program script
written in R language developed at the Meteorological
Service of Canada was used for data quality assessment
(Zhang and Yang, 2004). All the outliers and suspected
values of maximum and minimum temperature were discarded.
The indices and their trends were worked outusing RClimDex.
The indices that have been calculated are listed in Table 2.
Station records with more than 25% of the data either
missing or recording zero for any particular index was
considered invalid. The significance of each trend was
examined at 95% confidence level.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The extreme climate indices (trends) discussed for the
stations. Inferences were drawn for the state considering the
overall pattern of trend over regions. Statistical significance
was considered for each index. Though, inferences were not
strictly based on test of significance as many indices values
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Fig.1: Location of meteorological stations
Table 1: Stations selected for study
Station Name Start year End year Station Name Start year End year
Ahmedabad 1969 2006 Khedbrahma 1992 2009
Amreli 1973 2006 Mahuva 1987 2011
Anand 1958 2011 Naliya 1969 2006
Amej 1989 2011 Navsari 1980 2011
Bharuch 1990 2011 Nawagam 1978 2011
Bhavnagar 1969 2006 New Kandla 1969 2006
Bhuj 1969 2006 Okha 1969 2006
Dahod 1969 2003 Porbandar 1969 2006
Deesa 1969 2006 Radhanpur 1992 2011
Diu 1969 2001 Rajkot 1969 2006
Dwarka 1969 2006 S K Nagar 1981 2011
Godhra 1989 2011 Surat 1969 2006
Idar 1969 2006 Tanchha 1994 2011
Jamnagar 1992 2011 Valsad 1974 2006
Junagadh 1987 2008 Vadodara 1969 2006
Kesod 1969 2006 Veraval 1969 2005
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Table 2: Extreme climate indices used in the study
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Index Index name Definition Unit
SU35 Hot days Annual count when Tmax (daily maximum)>35°C Days
SU40 Very Hot days Annual count when Tmax (daily maximum) >40°C Days
TR25 Hotnights Annual count when Tmin (daily minimum) >25°C Days
FDI10 Cold days Annual count when Tmin (daily minimum) <10°C Days
TXx Maximum of Maximumtemperature ~Monthlymaximum value of dailymaximum temperature °C
TXn Minimum of Maximumtemperature =~ Monthlyminimum value of daily maximum temperature °C
TNx Maximum of Minimumtemperature ~ Monthlymaximum value of daily minimum temperature °C
TNn Minimum of Minimum temperature ~ Monthlyminimum value of daily minimum temperature °C
TX90p Warm Days Percentage of days when Tmax >90" percentile Days
TX10p Cool days Percentage of days when Tmax <10™ percentile Days
TN9Op Warm nights Percentage of days when Tmin >90" percentile Days
TN10p Cool nights Percentage of days when Tmin <10" percentile Days
DTR Diurnal TemperatureRange Monthly mean difference between Tmax and Tmin °C
RX1day Maximum | day rainfallamount Monthly maximum 1 dayrainfall mm
R100 Number of very heavyrainfall days Annual count of days when Rainfall>=100mm Days
R99p Extremely wet days Annual total Rainfall when Rainfall>99th percentile mm
PRCPTOT Annual total rainy days Annual total Rainfall in wet days (Rainfall>=2.5 mm) mm

were not significant because of limited length of weather
parameters time series or broken time series with few missing
values for many stations. The values of the all climatic
extreme indices are given in the Table 3 and discussed
accordingly. The indices showing almost uniform trend
pattern for the state and concluding, are also presented with
spatial distribution by mapping (Fig.2).

Trendsintemperature extreme indices

The warm extreme index of SU35 in general showed
increasing trend for more numbers of stations in Gujarat and
many of those including Mahuva, Valsad and Idar were
significant. The trendsinthe index of SU40 were mix and
very few stations showed significant trend. Only Porbandar
had significant rising trend while SK Nagar showed
significant declining trend. The index of number of hot
nights (TR25) also showed increasing trend at most of the
stations (Fig. 2a). The stations of Jamnagar, Arnej, Idar, Surat
and Veraval had comparatively highrising trend which were
statistically significant. While very few stations showed a
declining trend. Diu and Mahuva among them revealed
significantly decreasing trends.

A decreasing trend for the frequency of cold days
(FD10) was observed at most of the stations during the
investigation period (Fig. 2b) and trends were significant at
many of these stations. Only five other stations revealed

increasing trends among which only Diu shows significant
increasing trend.

The index of monthly maximum value of daily
maximum temperature (TXx) indicated positive and negative
mix trend values over the state. Among all stations Dwarka
and Valsad showed rising while Anand showed significant
decrease in trend value. The event of minimum of maximum
temperature (TXn) also showed mixed trend values for
stations of Gujarat. However, the increasing trends were
significant only at Anand and some coastal stations (New
kandla, Porbandar, Veraval, Diu and Mahuva). Only
Radhanpur shows significantly decreasing trend.

The event of monthly maximum of minimum
temperature (TNx) had mix trend values. The extreme index
of minimum of minimum temperature (TNn) showed rising
trend in most parts of Gujarat except some stations (Fig. 2c).
Many of them showed significantly rising trends, thereby
indicating a decrease in the night temperature in the state
over past few decades. Only Diu revealed significantly
decreasing trend.

The percentile based indices were worked out for
those stations satisfying the criteria with no more than 25%
ofdatarecording zero for the index. The event of warm days
(TX90p) showed mixed trend for the state. However, only
Porbandar had positive significant trend. Events of cool
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Fig. 2 (a-h) : Spatial mapping of climatic extreme indices (trends) over Gujarat. [Triangle indicates positive trend/index value, Inverted
triangle indicates negative trend/index value, Asterisk (*) in marker indicates statistically significant value at 0.05 level.]
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days (TX10p) showed negative trend at more numbers of the
stations and some of them reaved significant trend. While
the station records at Bhuj, Surat and Ahmedabad indicated
increasing trend with the trend at Surat station being
significant. The trend for events of warm nights (TN90p)
also increased all over Gujarat (Fig.2e) with significant
trends at Bhuj, Bhavnagar, Surat and Arnej stations. Only
the trend at Deesa station in North Gujarat showed a non-
significant decrease. Thus, the frequency of warm nights in
ayear was increasing in most part of the state. The trend in
the event of cool nights (TN10p) indicated a decrease all
over Gujarat except at Deesa (Fig. 2d). The positive trends
at Bhuj, Bhavnagar, Arnej, Anand, Kesod and Vadodara
stations were found significant. The observed declining
trends for this event were consistent with the observed
rising trend in the event of warm nights. However, the rising
trend for this event only at Deesa station in North Gujarat
was noted to be significant.

The index of diurnal temperature range showed mixed
pattern in the trend (Fig. 2f). Though, more numbers of
stationsrevealed significantly decreasing trends. The value
of the trends, either positive or negative, at most of the
stations is very small that indicates that there is no much
change in the DTR during past few decades. Only Deesa in
north Gujaratand coastal stations (Dwarka, Porbandar, Diu,
Mahuva and Valsad) showed significant increasing trend in
diurnal temperature pattern.

Trend in extreme rainfall events

The index of maximum one day rainfall amount
(RX1day), Monthly maximum consecutive 5-day rainfall
(RX5day) and Number of very heavy rainfall days (R100)
revealed mixed trend values and most of them were non-
significant.

Annual total rainfall (PRCPTOT) also revealed
positive and negative trend values (Fig.2h). However, more
numbers of stations had positive trend values including
onlyasingle station (Arnej) having statistically significant
trend. It indicates, rainfall quantum has increased over more
stations of Gujarat during last few decades. Meanwhile,
extremely wet days (R99p) also had similar pattern and
indicating irregular distribution of rainfall (Fig.2g).

As the rainfall being stochastic parameter having
high variability all rainfall event indices (trends) at most
stations were found non-significant.
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CONCLUSION

The study revealed mixed pattern for most
temperature and rainfall extreme indices over the Gujarat.
However, increase in numbers of warm nights (TR25),
decrease in cold days (FD10), increase in minimum of
minimum temperature (TNn), decrease in frequency cool
nights (TN10p) and increase in frequency of warm nights
(TN90p) revealed statewide uniform pattern, indicating
signature of warming in Gujarat. These warming trend in
indices based on minimum temperature reveals trend of less
cooling during night period. Rainfall indices also showed no
uniformity for any negative or positive trends over Gujarat.
Total annual rainfall (PRCPTOT) and extremely wet days
(R99p) were found to increase at more numbers of stations.
As therainfall is the parameter having very high variability,
very few stations showed statistically significant trends.
Thus, still there is ambiguity in the rainfall pattern for
Gujarat state.
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